2021 KUUF Annual Report of Green Sanctuary Committee in the year of Covid

Submitted by Carol Ekstrom, chair
(G. S. committee: Heidi Bresnehan, Joan Chadde, Paul Mitchell, Lora Repp, Anne Robertson, Linda Rulison, David Watkins)

KUUF Green Sanctuary’s Vision: Together, we can create a world in which all people make reverence,
gratitude and care for our living Earth central to our lives.

We focus on four areas: Worship and Celebration; Religious Education; Environmental Justice; Sustainable
Living, and we offer many Action Projects. This year, even though limited by COVID, we were active!

Grow an Extra Row- Gardening our Souls”.

2020 was the first year of the Grow an Extra Row Project, and it was a huge success. 30 % of KUUF
congregants participated by donating veggies/flowers/herbs from their gardens, while others contributed
garden related jokes/poems. Four deliveries (one of flowers) were made to 5 families. On 8/23, we had sunny
Garden Tour of participating gardens, ending at our communal garden with lemonade and delicious treats.

the delivery

This summer we are hoping to add one or two more families and perhaps an additional fall
delivery. On the Memorial Workday we expanded the communal garden, added a fence and
celebrated with a delicious California Grilled tri tip.

We hope to see this project grow in the coming years! All are welcome to participate.



Worship Services with a Green Focus: 4 services:

Forums on Green Living and Green Tours:

. ‘ EGf‘Th Mom.h Theme: Restore Our Earth
Undaunted Empathy: How to Reckon with Climate Change 2021
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Grow an extra Row, A KUUF Project,5/3/20, Paul Mitchell You've heard a little about this new initiative

at KUUF, “Grow An Extra Row.” It's about gardening a little extra this year and giving the produce away to folks who
don't have a garden and could benefit from fresh vegetables (and flowers!). |1 won't be talking too much about the
gardening part. I'll be talking about how this fits in KUUF's Mission and Vision.

Earth Day Sermon. 4/18/21, Paul Mitchell, | think it's a fair question, "Does Earth Day really serve a purpose
anymore?" Shouldn’t we be celebrating Earth Day every day? Has sustainability progressed so far that we don’t
need an annual holiday promoting it? We'll take a look back at Earth Day's beginnings and early achievements and
then talk about today's national and local context. As we go through it, | hope we'll generate some responses to our
starting question

Green Tour of the Gardens at Churning Rapids to gather ideas for
KUUF communal garden. 6/2120

Jay Meldrum, Executive Director of Sustainability at MTU, presented
a Forum entitled ‘Solar sizing 101’ in which he presented an analysis
of installing solar panels on BHK.  He volunteered his time to , :
develop this analysis to assist us as we work collaboratively with BHK to decrease our carbon footprint.
Earth Day was expanded to Earth Month+ with numerous activities offered to members, see flyer.
Miriam and Linda Belote planted, and are caring for 2 apple and 2pear “KUUF trees” located at the top
of Crestwood Dr. in Klondike Park, Hancock.

e The UPEC EarthDay Grant that GS received last year, but could not
use because of COVID, was repurposed as mini grants to 11 local
schools to start, or improve their school garden. The schools were:

by - Barkell Elem., Baraga HS, Stanton Twp, Houghton Middle/HS, Watersmeet
‘*"‘d Twp., EB Holman, PLDL, Jeffers HS, South Range Elementary,
| BHK/Baraga, Chassell Elementary.




Kids RE: Five ‘Moments for all ages’ focused on the environment. A
Child's Book of Animal Poems and Blessing, which encourages thoughts of
interconnectedness with the animal world, was gifted to each child.

Reintroduction of American Chestnut Tree.

Our American Chestnut trees were carefully fortified against the
winter snow- dumping by Bob Wheeler and Peggy Hill, and are
looking healthy.

Adding to the KUUF “tree farm of 4 Chestnuts trees” are the 4 fruit
trees planted on Earth Day at Klondike Park.

Gardening:

The HfH landscaping project, and Daffodils on the rocks
project are still suspended until we have a sufficient number
of volunteers.

Dave Watkins has volunteered to rebuild the KUUF
planter at the KUUF sign on Hwy 26. Last summer
Barry Fink dug up all the overgrown plants in the planter,
bought four Burning Bushes (“seemed right for the UU planter somehow”) and planted them
with Miriam’s assistance. Barry watered them diligently through the hot dry days and they have
survived the first winter, but she says they are far from flourishing. It will take a few years for the
bushes to get large and good looking. We are need a volunteer to take over this green, KUUF
welcoming statement to the community. Please contact Barry if you can help.

Expanding Recycling in the KUUF area:

KUUF members helped get the single-stream recycling experiment at the Houghton County Transfer
Station off to a good start. https://www.mininggazette.com/news/2021/04/single-nstream-recycling-
initiative-coming-to-houghton-county/ In addition, they have taken part in the Second Annual Waste
Reduction drive sponsored by the Sustainability Demonstration House. Both events were front page
article in Daily Mining Gazette https://www.mininggazette.com/news/2021/04/mtu-holds-second-
waste-reduction-drive/

Dave Watkins and Joan Chadde provided the technical assistance for the public “Recycling Update”
Zoom on April 26 with the Director of RECYCLE9O06.

The composter KUUF co-purchased with BHK arrived and was unpackaged, and assembled by our
team of experts. It will be put into action when classes and services resume at BHK.




The Sustainability Film Series:
Joan Chadde and KUUF started this program in 2010. It has “ Sustainable Film Series: Issues & Dialogue
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http '//la kesu perlorStewa rd Sh I p = Orq/ March 18 — Brave Blue World (50 min.) World Water Day Event
From reuse to energy generation, new innovations across five continents are explored in this docu-
mentary about building a future for sustainable water. (2020) Discussion Facilitators: Dr. Nancy Langson,
Fa" Local Food Potluck - 3rd Su ndav in sept Dept. of Social Sciences, and Dr. Casey Huckins, Dept. of Biological Sciences
. April 15 — Plastic Oceans (102 min.)
1 1 In the center of the Pacific Ocean gyre, researchers found more plastic than plankton. The film docu-
No potluck this past year. Julie Bladel has volunteered to

ments the newest science, proving how plastics, after entering the oceans, break up into small particu-
I d h lates that enter the food chain where they attract toxins like a magnet. The toxins are stored in sea-

ea t e p rogra m . food’s fatty tissues, and eventually consumed by us. What can we do? (2016) Discussion Facilitator:
Dr. David Shonnard, Dept. of Chemical Engineering (invited)

Get UU Out! May 20 - 2040 (52 min.)
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Reduce your Carbon Footprint! Join in with Dare to Share, and 4F carpooling

Dare to Share/ Grandparents Closet: KUUF members are willing to share items when your grandkids or
extended family comes to visit, or when you need extra tools or transportation assistance. Check out the list.
Entries are currently being updated and added to website in Green Sanctuary Section.

Finding Fresh Footpaths to Fellowship (4F): A Carpool map is available on our website.
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1gavxZI0BVM6nApKW6sRp6FYq7rofZpeh&usp=sharing
Try carpooling to the BHK once we return to in-person gatherings.

Adopt a Highway: No report last year or this year.

GS BUDGET: Budgeted ('20) /Spent PUBLICITY:
Composter $100 100 4 articles (3 in DMG, 1 in Lake Superior Magazine)
GS Forum supplies 30 0
RE Kids supplies 50 0
2" composter 100 0
TOTAL 280 100




We Grew an Extra Row!



